338                    POPULAR LAW-MAKING

for the State authorities to step in and disrupt the family
by removing the children, even when themselves unwilling,
from the home to some State or county institution. Any one
who has worked much In public charities and had experience
with that woeful creature, the Institutionalized child, will
realize the menace contained in such legislation.

Finally, it should be remembered that throughout the United
States men are universally liable for their wives' debts, short
of some quasi-legal separation; on the other hand, wives are
never liable for the debts of their husbands.